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THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
BROOKLYN  ASSOCIATION 

Jfjor  lmyr0l)iug  t|i  C^ixiittou  of  the  foM, 


Great  Cities  are  said  to  be  great  receptacles  of 
Poverty. 

'Tis  true  also  that  great  cities  are  depositories  of 
great  wealth. 

To  obtain  "Material  Aid"  from  the  wealthy  and 
benevolent,  and  distribute  the  same  to  suffering, 
worthy  poverty,  in  a  city  like  ours,  is  more  than  indi- 
vidual effort  can  accomplish. 

It  requires  an  Institution,  a  permanent  Institution, 
with  an  organization  that  reaches  every  house;  every 
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garret  and  cellar  in  each  street  and  lane  in  the  city — 
that  knocks  at  every  door  inside  of  which  any  human 
being  lives. 

The  Brooklyn  Association  for  Improving  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Poor  was  called  into  existence  to  do 
just  this  work — to  receive  funds  from  wealth  and 
benevolence,  and  with  it  drive  want  and  wo  from  the 
door  of  honest  poverty.  For  thirteen  years  it  has 
been  steadily  and  constantly  pursuing  the  object 
for  which  it  was  organized,  and  could  we  now  count 
up  the  families  who  through  its  instrumentality  have 
been  saved  from  the  poor  house,  from  sickness,  yea, 
even  from  death,  and  who  constantly  bless  you,  and, 
bless  God  for  what  this  Association  has  done  for  them, 
it  would  give  energy  and  determination  to  the  friends 
of  the  Poor  throughout  the  city. 

In  presenting  this  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Report 
to  the  Association  and  the  Public,  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers renewedly  congratulate  the  Association  on  the 
success  that  has  attended  their  labors. 

During  the  past  year  the  Association  has  distrib- 
uted 750  tons  of  coal,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  $4,285.81. 

Provisions  have  been  furnished  to  a  large  number 
of  families  varying  in  amount  from  50  cents  to  four 

dollars  each. 

Your  liberality  has  also  been  the  means  of  furnish- 
ing eighty-one  destitute  families  each  with  a  bed 
comforter;    also,  putting  shoes  on  the  feet  of  166 
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women  and  children,  thereby  enabling  many  a  child 
to  attend  school  through  the  winter  who  otherwise 

o 

must  have  remained  at  home. 

Many  cases  of  sickness  have  been  cared  for.  Medi- 
cine and  medical  aid  gratuitously  furnished,  carrying 
joy  and  comfort  to  hearts  bowed  down  with  sickness 
and  sorrow. 

Wearing  apparel,  bedding,  and  other  useful  arti- 
cles that  had  been  deposited  with  the  Pawn  Broker 
to  raise  money  to  buy  bread,  have  been  reclaimed 
and  returned  to  their  rightful  owners.  Most  emphati- 
cally is  it  true  that  "the  blessing  of  those  ready  to 
perish"  rests  on  you,  for  to  such  have  you  ministered. 

There  was  received  also  about  225  second  hand 
garments,  all  of  which  were  carefully  distributed 
among  the  needy.  There  is  no  department  of 
benevolence  where  so  much  suffering  can  be  relieved 
with  little  or  no  expense  as  in  this  one  of  cast  off 
clothing. 

Doubtless  many  families  have  garments  hanging 
useless  in  their  closets  that  would  be  most  acceptable 
to  some  poor  family  who  are  destitute  and  without 
means  to  purchase. 

Your  Board  therefore  respectfully  request  that  such 
as  have  garments  to  bestow,  either  for  men,  women 
or  children,  will  forward  them  to  the  General  Agent, 
or  notify  a  visitor  and  they  will  be  sent  for. 


There  has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  from 
visitors,....  $7,078  79 

The  Board  take  (his  occasion  to  express  their  thanks 
for  liberal  contributions  from  the  following 
Churches,  viz  : 

Rev.  Dr.  Bethnne's,  $213  82 

p     "    Storrs'   69  U 

"    Farley's   127  04 

"    Spear's   88  74 

"    Mr.  Lonirfellow-s,   60  00 

"     "    Beecher's,   258  10 

"     <•    Nye's   G7  o3 

lnrst  Reformed  Dutch   70  00 

Strong  Place  Baptist,   .     32  37 

  936  74 

Also,  from  the  Estate  of  the  late  Augustus  Gra- 
ham.  Esq..   125  00 

From  the  Soup  House  Association,   224  44 

"     "  Samaritan  Society  for  Coal,   48  13 

Balance  on  hand  last  year,   86  16 

$8,549  26 

The  plan  of  furnishing  provisions,  which  has  been 
in  operation  during  the  last  two  years,  viz  :  Con- 
tracts with  a  grocer  in  each  ward  at  uniform  prices 
and  a  uniform  list  of  articles  furnished,  has  worked 
well,  it  meets  the  approbation  of  your  Board. 

Since  this  Association  was  organized,  its  operators 
have  extended  from  year  to  year,  and  the  work  that 
was  at  first  done  by  50  visitors  now  requires  about 
200.  The  population  of  the  City,  and  the  increase 
in  your  receipts,  are  nearly  in  the  same  ratio — that  is, 
about  fourfold.  In  the  discharge  of  our  duties  as 
almoners  of  your  bounty,  we  do  not  claim  to  have 
been  always  free  from  imposition  ;  with  so  large  a 
corps  of  visitors,  it  conld  scarcely  be  expected. 


We  have,  however,  always  aimed  to  discriminate 
as  far  as  possible,  and  so  spent  yrour  charity  as  to  en- 
courage honest  industry  and  discourage  vice. 

In  consequence  of  impositions  that  have  sometimes 
been  practised  on  some  of  the  visitors,  we  have  been 
told  that  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  our  organiza- 
tion entirely,  and  let  each  religious  society  take  care 
of  their  own  poor. 

This  would  perhaps  be  conceded,  provided  our  re- 
ligious societies  embraced  all  the  families  within 
our  limits;  but  it  has  been  estimated  that  not  less 
than  25,000  persons,  living  within  the  sphere  of  our 
operations  do  not  attend  any  church,  and  are  not 
connected  with  any  religious  society.  Shall  these  be 
uncared  for  ?  Certainly  not.  Besides,  if  that  plan 
was  adopted,  and  every  family  reached  by  it,  'tis  by 
no  means  certain  that  imposition  would  be  any  less. 
It  would  only  change  the  form,  not  the  thing. 

But,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Board,  the  number 
who  receives  your  charity  unworthily  are  so  few, 
compared  to  the  many  that  do  need  and  are  worthy, 
that  all  objections  on  that  score  lose  much  of  their 
force. 

With  renewed  care  on  the  part  of  the  visitor,  in 
the  examinations  of  the  circumstances  of  applicants, 
no  serious  apprehension  need  be  felt  that  your  funds 
will  be  misapplied. 

Your  Board  solicit  the  scrutiny  of  the  Association 
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and  the  public  to  the  material  furnished,  to  the  man- 
ner of  purchase,  to  the  mode  of  distribution,  and  to 
the  general  character  of  the  recipients. 

The  known  liberality  of  our  citizens,  their  prompt- 
ness and  willingness  to  relieve  suffering,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  their  generous  yearly  contributions 
to  this  Association  leave  the  Board  no  occasion  to 
doubt  their  support  for  the  future.  Your  generous 
and  early  contributions  are  solicited  for  the  coming 
winter. 

The  distribution  last  season  was  continued  later 
than  usual,  owing  to  the  long-continued  severity  of 
the  weather.  Occasional  relief,  in  cases  of  sickness, 
have  been  furnished  through  the  summer,  and,  as 
winter  again  approaches,  demands  will  multiply. 

The  treasury  is  already  overdrawn — remember  the 
the  directions  of  our  Saviour,  V  Freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived, freely  give." 

One  common  brotherhood — one  common  humanity 
— one  common  Christianity,  unite  us  all. 

Your  contributions  go  almost  exclusively  to  relieve 
suffering,  with  the  single  exception  of  a  moderate 
compensation  to  the  General  Agent  who  devotes  a 
large  part  of  his  time  to  the  Association,  the  work  is 
all  gratuitous  ;  no  office  hire  or  incidental  expenses 
absorb  your  funds. 

The  two  hundred  Visitors  in  your  employ  are 
glad  to  carry  your  bounty,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of 
valuable  time,  where  sickness  and  want  call  for  it. 


L1 


Once  more,  then,  by  your  confidence  and  your  con- 
tributions, bid  them  go  forth  to  cheer  the  widow,  to 
care  for  the  fatherless,  to  comfort  decrepit  age,  and 
say  to  the  homeless,  houseless  stranger,  "  we  are 
your  friends." 

"  Upon  your  bounty's  willing  wings 
Let  quick  relief  and  comfort  fly  ; 
The  hungry  feed,  the  naked  clothe, 
To  pain  and  sickness  health  apply." 

"  Pity  the  weeping  widow's  woe, 

And  be  her  counsellor  and  stay  ; 
Assist  the  fatherless,  and  smooth 
To  useful,  happy  life,  his  way." 

A.  T.  BALDWIN, 
ANDREW  FITZGERALD, 
A.  D.  WHEELOCK, 
LUTHER  EAMES, 

Committee. 


ASSOCIATION 

Jfor  Jntji robing  tlje  Coniiitioii  of  %  ^oor, 

IN  ACCOUNT -WITH 

LUTHEJR  EAMES,  General  Agest. 


1856.  Br. 

Oct,  1.    To  Cash  paid  oat  as  per  Vouchers,  $8,637  81 

Or. 

Balance  on  hand  Oct.  9,  1855.  .$    S6  16 

Amounts  Collected. .'.   8.463  10 

Balance  due  General  Agent          288  55 

  8,837  81 

The  undersigned  having  examined  the  above  ac- 
counts, together  with  the  vouchers  therefor,  certify 
the  same  to  be  correct,  and  that  there  is  now  due 
the  General  Agent  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  dollars  fifty-five  cents,  ($288  55.) 

Brooklyn,  Oct.  10,  1856. 


E.  W.  ROPES,  f  Auditing 
A.  D.  WHEELOCK,  ^  Committee. 


Applicants  for 


Of  the  applicants  for  aid,  it  may  be  supposed  that 
many  are  reluctantly,  yet  necessarily  rejected.  It  is 
the  design  of  the  Association  to  aid  all  for  whom  no 
other  provision  is  made.  Were  it  the  purpose  to 
relieve  all,  irrespective  of  such  a  provision,  then  other 
charities  would  be  superseded,  the  almshouse  might 
be  demolished,  and  every  other  form  of  almsgiving, 
public,  private  and  associate,  cease.  But  this  being, 
for  obvious  reasons,  neither  desirable  nor  practicable, 
it  is  important  that  the  action  of  the  organization  in 
this  particular  should  be  clearly  understood. 

In  the  list  of  exceptions  may  be  included, 
First,  Incorrigible  mendicants,  the  wilfully  im- 
provident, the  indolent  who  will  not  work,  and  the 
intemperate,  on  whom  neither  counsel,  nor  kindness, 
nor  alms,  after  faithful  trial,  have  availed  to  recover 
from  their  wicked,  wasteful  and  ruinous  course. 
Such  being  referred  to  public  relief,  are  left  to  learn 
wisdom  in  the  school  of  experience,  for  they  will 
learn  in  no  other.  In  regard  to  such,  there  is  a  com- 
mand from  God,  "  If  a  man  will  not  work,  neither 
6hall  he  eat." 
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Second,  All  persons  who  have  relatives  able  and 
willing  to  relieve  them — for  it  would  not  be  right  to 
interfere  with  those  reciprocal  claims  and  obligations 
founded  in  affinity,  which  have  both  a  divine  and. 
humane  sanction. 

Third,  All  who  have  become  so  pauperized  in 
spirit  by  loug-contiuued  vagrancy,  or  other  causes, 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  inciting  them  to  self-support, 
and  to  aid  whom  would  foster  a  great  social  evil. 

Fourth,  All  that  have  legitimate  claims  on  other 
sources  of  relief,  which  can  be  used  for  their  benefit ; 
for  it  is  not  the  design  of  the  Institution  to  supersede 
existing  available  charities. 

Fifth,  All  persons  who  from  any  cause  are  likely 
to  be  entirely  and  permanently  dependent  on  charity; 
because  if  these  should  be  relieved,  the  entire  funds 
of  the  Association  would  soon  be  exhausted  in  the 
support  of  a  permanent  list,  and  its  primary  objects- — 
the  elevation  of  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of 
the  poor — be  defeated.  Such  persons  should  become 
an  in-door  public  charge,  which  is  far  preferable  to 
dependence  on  incidental  relief. 

Sixth,  All  recent  emigrants  who  have  claims  on 
the  Emigration  Department;  because  the  said  de- 
partment is  obligated  by  law  to  care  for  such  persons, 
if  needy,  for  five  years  after  their  arrival,  and  are 
provided  with  means  for  this  purpose.  Consequently 
every  dollar  expended  on  such  by  the  Association, 
would  be  an  improper  appropriation  of  so  much  of 
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its  funds,  which  have  been  intrusted  to  it  for  other 
objects. 

By  refusing  aid  to  the  foregoing  description  of 
persons,  none  are  necessarily  left  to  suffer.  Even 
those  who  obstinately  persist  in  their  vicious  courses, 
have  a  resource  in  Alms  House  relief.  The  Associa- 
tion, in  making  these  exceptions,  is  governed  by  such 
humane  and  economical  considerations,  as  have  im- 
portant moral  and  social  bearings,  both  on  the  indi- 
viduals concerned  and  the  public.  To  be  less 
discriminating  and  rigid,  would  in  many  instances 
violate  the  Divine  law  ;  the  Institution  would  be- 
come the  enemy  rather  than  the  friend  of  humanity, 
and  produce  mischiefs  that  would  counterbalance  its 
benefits. 


After  so  thorough  a  sifting,  let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  but  few  entitled  to  aid  remain.  Far  from  this  is 
the  fact.    The  persons  assisted  consist  chiefly, 

First,  Of  indigent  widows  and  deserted  wives  with 
young  children — a  very  numerous  class — who,  in 
struggling  to  support  and  properly  train  their  fami- 
lies, are  often  overtaken  by  want,  and  as  often 
assisted  and  also  counselled  in  the  management  of 
their  affairs,  with  the  rational  expectation  that  such 
attentions  and  aid  might  not  only  save  them  from 
degration  and  vice,  but  prove  the  means  eventually 
of  introducing  them  into  society  as  self-dependent, 
industrious  and  useful  citizens. 

Second,  Of  educated  and  even  accomplished 
females,  who  have  been  reduced  from  comfortable 
circumstances  to  dependence,  and  who  are  now 
without  the  ability  of  earning  their  subsistence. 
They,  unfortunately,  answer  to  the  description  of 
those  who  "  cannot  dig,  and  to  beg  are  ashamed." 
Many  of  them  have  been  mentally  and  morally 
cultivated,  but  are  physically  feeble,  because  too 
delicately  reared;  and  being  uninstructed  in  any 
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useful  art  or  employment,  have  neither  strength  nor 
skill  to  engage  in  remunerative  occupations.  They 
are,  in  short,  the  victims  of  a  mistaken  education,  and 
by  a  life  of  humiliation  and  want  are  suffering  the 
severe  penalties  of  parental  pride  and  folly.  The 
relief  of  this  class  is  often  accompanied  by  such 
efforts  as  result  in  interesting  respectable  families  in 
their  behalf,  whose  sympathies  and  assistance  are 
better  suited  to  meet  their  peculiar  wants  than 
organized  charity. 

Third,  Females  once  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
who  have  been  reduced  to  poverty  by  the  death  or 
misfortunes  of  their  husbands  and  relatives,  or  by 
other  cause.  Widows  of  tradesmen  or  mechanics, 
having  children,  and,  perhaps,  aged  fathers  and 
mothers  depending  upon  them  for  support  These 
are  mostly  American  born,  and  generally  deserving 
of  commiseration  and  aid. 

Fourth,  The  sick  and  bereaved  generally,  who  by 
their  misfortunes  have  been  brought  to  temporary 
want.  This  class  is  very  numerous,  and  has  drawn 
largely  on  the  sympathy  and  assistance  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Sickness  and  death  being  unutterable  sor- 
row where  they  enter,  whether  it  be  into  the  hovels 
of  the  poor  or  the  mansions  of  the  opulent.  But 
these  afflictions  are  sadly  aggravated  by  poverty 
where  there  are  none  to  pity  or  to  succor. 

Fifth,  Those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  pro- 
vide their  own  support,  and  prefer  self-dependence 
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to  reliance  on  alms,  but  being  reduced  to  want  by 
unavoidable  causes,  may  require  temporary  aid. 

Sixth,  Recent  emigrants,  and  those  having  claims 
on  other  charities,  but  who,  having  been  referred  to 
their  proper  sources  of  relief,  on  failing  to  receive 
aid,  have  fallen  back  on  this  Institution.  The  Visi- 
tors, pitying  their  extreme  destitution,  often  give 
what  is  designed  for  temporary  relief.  In  this  way, 
large  numbers  have  been  aided  by  us  who  do  not 
belong  to  us.  The  effect  of  giving  to  this  last  class 
is  generally  injurious.  The  Emigration  Establish- 
ment, the  Alms  House  Department  and  others,  find- 
ing that  the  cases  neglected  by  them  are  cared  for 
by  this  Association,  one  strong  incentive  to  fidelity 
on  their  part  is  removed,  and  they  are  encouraged 
to  throw  upon  this  charity,  so  far  as  it  is  willing 
to  bear  it,  the  support  of  all  the  out-door  poor  in  the 
city. 


N  O  T  E  . 


The  Board  of  Managers  trust  that  contributors  to  the 
funds  of  this  Association  will  see,  and  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  leaving  it  to  the  official  Visitor  to  determine,  who  are  and 
who  are  not  proper  recipients  of  these  charities. 


CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE  I. 

This  Institution  shall  be  called  The  Brooklyn  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  the  Poor. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  design  is  in  general,  the  elevation  of  the  moral 
and  physical  condition  of  the  indigent ;  and  as  far  as 
compatible  with  these  objects,  the  relief  of  their  neces- 
sities. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  becomes  an  annual  subscriber  or 
visitor  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  affairs  of  the  Association  shall  be  managed  by 
a  President,  five  Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  a  Cor- 
responding Secretary  and  General  Agent,  a  Recording 
Secretary,  the  elected  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  the  members  of  the  several  Advisory  Com- 
mittees, who  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Managers. 

article  v. 

There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee,  to  consist  of 
the  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Recording  Secretary, 
the  chairman  of  each  Advisory  Committee,  and  seven 
elected  members,  on  whom  shall  devolve  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Association,  during  the  recess  of  the  Board 
of  Managers. 

article  VI. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held 
on  the  second  Monday  of  October,  when  the  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  past 
year  shall  be  submitted,  and  the  officers  and  managers 
for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

article  vii. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  authority  to  make 
By-Laws,  to  fill  vacancies  that  may  occur,  appoint  com- 
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mittees,  and  generally  to  exercise  a  control  over  the 
funds  and  operations  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

An  office  shall  be  opened  in  an  eligible  situation  for 
the  purpose  of  concentrating  and  diffusing  all  informa- 
tion pertaining  to  the  operations  and  objects  of  the  As- 
sociation, and  for  the  transaction  of  its  general  busi- 
ness. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  city  shall  be  divided  into  nine  districts,  the  first 
five  Wards  constituting  each  a  district,  and  the  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Wards  each  two  districts.  The  first 
district  of  the  Sixth  Ward,  lying  west  of  and  including 
Court-street,  and  the  second  district,  east  of  Court- 
street;  the  first  district  of  the  Seventh  Ward,  lying 
west  of  Clinton  avenue,  and  the  second,  lying  east  of, 
and  including  Clinton  avenue.  Each  district  shall  be 
represented  in  the  Board  of  Managers  by  an  advisory 
committee  to  consist  of  five  members,  which  committee 
shall  subdivide  their  several  districts  into  sections,  ap- 
point visitors  therefor  with  power  to  fill  vacancies  which 
may  occur,  and  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the 
operations  in  their  respective  districts. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  provide  printed  tickets, 
which  shall  be  uniformly  used  by  the  members  of  the 
Association. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Association  may  be  called 
by  the  Secretary  under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
or  on  receiving  a  requisition  signed  by  five  members. 
Two  days  notice  must  be  given  of  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  except  at  a  gen- 
eral meeting  of  the  Association,  and  by  a  vote  of  two- 
tbirds  of  the  members  present. 


NOTICE. 


The  undersigned  will  call  in  a  few 
days  for  your  contribution  to  this 
charity. 


